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Immigration Act of 1924



• Created immigration visa quotas for each 
nationality

• Prohibited entry of aliens who were “not 
eligible for naturalization by virtue of 
race” (which meant all Asians)

• Established the U.S. Border Patrol

Immigration Act of 1924



The Virginia Racial Integrity Act of 1924

• Prohibited marriage of whites and non-whites

• Required that local health departments certify 
the race of individuals applying for marriage 
licenses
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• Required that local health departments certify 
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Dermatology at the 
University of Virginia

1827 Skin diseases (emphasis on 
syphilis) taught in School of 
Medicine
1902 Dermatology / Syphilology 
becomes an official subject in the 
curriculum

1904  Local surgeon Dr. Charles 
Venable is named first (part-time) 
instructor in skin disease 
1904 – 1919  Venable and other 
volunteer instructors run a weekly 
Dermatology / Syphilology clinic in 
the Dispensary









Dudley Crofford (D.C.) Smith, M.D.

• Born 15 Dec 1892, Lafayette Springs, Miss.
• 1914  B.S. Univ of Mississippi 
• 1916  M.D. Univ of Virginia 
• 1916  Assistant, Dept of Bacteriology and  

Pathology, in charge of Wasserman (syphilis 
serology) testing

• 1918-1919 resident assistant physician in 
Internal Medicine, with major interest in syphilis

• 1919  appointed first full-time instructor in 
Dermatology and Syphilology (Dept of Medicine)

• 1919  started a required course in Syphilology 
for 3rd- and 4th-year students



Dudley Crofford (D.C.) Smith, M.D.

• 1919-24  Summer graduate student rotations 
in dermatology at Johns Hopkins University 
Hospital (Baltimore), Barnard Skin and Cancer 
Hospital (St Louis), Charity Hospital Clinic 
(New Orleans), Polyclinic Hospital Clinic 
(Philadelphia)

• 1924  Founded the University of Virginia 
Department of Syphilology and Dermatology, 
the first derm department in the South

• 1926  Established residency program. First 
resident “graduate student” Raymond D. 
Kimbrough, M.D. graduated in 1929



1950



• Department’s research emphasis 
was syphilis, particularly public 
health aspects

• A Julius Rosenwald Fund grant 
allowed Dr Smith to pilot 
community-wide serologic testing 
and treatment of positives

• Contact tracing used the 
“database” of marriage certificate 
registrations established by the 
Racial Integrity Act of 1924



Life of a UVA Syph-Derm resident in the 
D.C. Smith era

• Residency program was 3 years long; 2 
residents / year

• Clinic was on the first floor of the 
medical school

• 5 exam rooms; residents mostly saw 
patients without attending 
supervision, did all procedures, 
dictated notes

• By the 1940s, general dermatology 
was emphasized over syphilis

• Lots of excisions, lots of ED&C
• Some BCCs were treated in clinic with 

small tubular radium applicators 
attached with adhesive tape



Life of a UVA Syph-Derm resident in the 
D.C. Smith era

• No cryotherapy, no grenz ray 
(superficial xray therapy), no 
phototherapy, no Mohs, no cosmetics

• Residents had joint appointments as 
Pathology house staff

• Residents presented a thesis and 
received degree of Master of Science 
from the University of Virginia 
Graduate School upon completion of 
residency



There are stories…

• Clinic adjourned mid-morning for 
coffee and smokes with Dr Smith at 
Chancellor’s drugstore on the Corner

• D.C. Smith personally hunted for 
apartments for incoming residents 
due to the chronic student housing 
shortage in Charlottesville

• No one suffered complications of 
radium exposure (as far as we know) 
except Dr Smith, who had a chronic 
right hip ulcer due to a lost radium 
applicator that had landed in the hip 
pocket of his trousers



AMA Arch Derm Syphilol. 1952;65(1):120-122.



Edward P. Cawley, M.D.

• Edward P. Cawley of the 
University of Michigan was 
appointed Professor and 
Chair of Dermatology at 
UVA in 1950

• Cawley installed a 
Michigan-style dermatology 
department and teaching 
program



Edward P. Cawley, M.D.

• Department name changed 
to Dept of Dermatology in 
1950

• Dr Cawley sought to create 
a smaller-scale version of 
the University of Michigan 
department

• Emphasis on medical 
dermatology, 
dermatopathology, 
protected time for teaching 
and learning, and research



Clayton E. Wheeler, Jr. 
M.D.
• Like Ed Cawley, Dr Wheeler had 

been a rising young star at 
Michigan

• Cawley recruited Wheeler to be 
the second faculty member in 
the new UVA department

• Dermatopathology training 
under Felix Pinkus at Michigan

• A true clinician – scientist
• Established a small but 

productive and independently-
funded research lab at UVA



Clayton E. Wheeler, Jr. 
M.D.
• Established dermatopathology 

program in the UVA 
Department of Pathology

• 1962 Wheeler left UVA for the 
University of North Carolina as 
professor of medicine and 
chief of the Division of 
Dermatology

• 1972 became first chairman of 
the newly-created UNC 
Department of Dermatology





Peyton E. Weary, M.D.



Kenneth E. Greer, M.D.



And the rest…



And the rest…

is history
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